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	Criteria for Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE)
at Public Expense and Procedures for Reimbursement/Payment


The Buchanan Community Schools establishes the following criteria and procedures for an independent educational evaluation (IEE) at public expense:
1. The Parent may request an independent educational evaluation (IEE) at public expense by submitting a written, signed, and dated request or by contacting the Special Education/Special Services office to make a verbal request. 
2. To assist the District in making its decision whether to grant an IEE request, the Parent is asked, but is not required, to provide the reasons why the Parent disagrees with the District’s evaluation(s). An IEE request form is available from the Special Education/Special Services office, but the Parent is not required to use that form to initiate an IEE request.
3. An IEE is an evaluation conducted by a qualified examiner or examiners who are not employed by the District responsible for the student’s education.
4. The District must inform the Parent before the evaluation if the proposed evaluator provides services to the District in addition to IEEs. An IEE will not be conducted by an independent evaluator who otherwise or regularly contracts with the District to provide services, unless the Parent acknowledges in writing that Parent is aware of the independent evaluator’s relationship with the District and has, nevertheless, decided to utilize the evaluator.
5. The independent evaluator must be knowledgeable in the area of suspected disability and possess credentials (license, approval, certificate, etc.) which are the same, equivalent, or superior to those required by the District for special education evaluations, unless the Parent demonstrates that unique circumstances justify the selection of an independent evaluator who does not meet the District’s qualification criteria.
6. The independent evaluator will perform the IEE within 200 miles of the District, unless the Parent demonstrates that unique circumstances justify the selection of an independent evaluator outside of the District’s geographic area.
7. A list of suggested sources from which an IEE may be obtained will be provided to the Parent upon receipt of a request for an independent educational evaluation (IEE). The Parent is not restricted to choosing an independent evaluator from that list.
8. The IEE must be conducted in compliance with the provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, its implementing regulations, and any applicable state special education rules.
9. The IEE should be completed within a reasonably prompt time frame. The evaluation report must include information needed to determine eligibility or related service needs and educational data which identifies the student’s present level of academic achievement and functional performance. The information will be drawn from a variety of sources, including Parent input, teacher input, academic and achievement testing, and a review of school records.
10. The independent evaluator must submit a signed copy of the evaluation report, along with a copy of any testing protocols and notes, and should indicate, as applicable: (a) whether the student met eligibility criteria and the test/procedure results that support that conclusion; and (b) the student’s present level of academic achievement and functional performance with the test/procedure results that support that conclusion. The report and protocols must be submitted to: 
Callie Campbell – Director of Special Education
401 W. Chicago Street
Buchanan, MI 49107
269-695-8403
callie.campbell@buchananschools.com
11. The reasonable expected total cost of the IEE is $1,500. If a Parent can demonstrate that unique circumstances exist to exceed this amount, the IEE may exceed this amount, but the prior written approval of Callie Campbell callie.campbell@buchananschools.com is required. Failure to obtain prior written approval may result in non-payment of the excess cost if the evaluation is otherwise appropriate.
12. An invoice from the independent evaluator must be submitted to the District within 30 calendar days of the District’s receipt of the evaluator’s report. The invoice must indicate the portion of the cost of the evaluation that is directly related to the eligibility or present level of performance of the student and is not covered by third party payments. If the IEE is in accordance with the District’s criteria and appropriately a public expense, the District will process payment to the evaluator. 
13. Any IEE that fails to meet the above criteria may not be eligible for payment at public expense. The Parent or independent evaluator will be notified by the District if payment for the IEE is denied.
14. If a Parent obtains an IEE at public expense or shares with the District an evaluation obtained at private expense, the District will consider the evaluation results at an IEP Team meeting.
15. A Parent is entitled to only one IEE at public expense each time the District conducts an evaluation with which the Parent disagrees.
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