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5409-F	Graduation Requirements Checklist
The District establishes the following graduation requirements for all students:
Michigan Merit Curriculum
☐	English Language Arts – 4 credits
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for ELA (4 credits).
☐	Mathematics – 4 credits 
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for Math (3 credits); and
· Proficiency in District-approved Math credit option (1 credit).
· Student MUST successfully complete a District approved math-related course in final year of high school.
· .5 credit of Personal Finance beginning with class of 2027.

☐	Science – 3 credits
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for Science (3 credits); or
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for Science (2 credits) and completion of MDE-approved formal CTE program (1 credit).
☐	Physical Education/Health – 1 credit
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for Physical Education and Health (1 credit); or
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for Health (½ credit) and District-approved extracurricular activity involving physical activities (½ credit); or
· Successful completion of 2 consecutive years of Band (½ credit) and proficiency in State Content Standards for Health (½ credit); or
· Successful completion of 4 consecutive years of Band (1 credit) and proficiency in State Content Standards for Health (½ credit), for a total of 1½ credits.

☐	Social Science– 3 credits 
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for Social Science.
· Must include at least one semester of Civics (unless student is enlisted of inducted in military service)
· 
☐	World Languages – 2 credits
· Formal coursework or equivalent learning experience (2 credits); or
· Formal coursework or equivalent learning experience (1 credit) and completion of MDE-approved formal CTE program or additional visual, performing, and applied arts credit (1 credit).
☐	Visual, Performing, Applied Arts – 1 credit
· Proficiency in State Content Standards for Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts (1 credit).


Additional District Requirements
☐	21st Century Elective – 1 credit
· Formal coursework or equivalent learning experience (1 credit) 
Total Number of credits required: 23
These graduation requirements may be modified through a valid personal curriculum as described in Policy 5409.
The building administrator may waive any or all of the additional District requirements if, in the principal’s sole determination, extenuating circumstances exist which may include prolonged illness, death of immediate family member, or for another reason that may warrant a personal curriculum pursuant to Policy 5409.
Testing Out
Students who are not enrolled in a course may test out of a course. A student who seeks to test out must demonstrate that the student has a reasonable level of mastery over the subject matter and meets or exceeds the content expectations associated with the course subject. 
· Buchanan High School will grant credit to high school students not enrolled in courses that exhibit reasonable level of mastery (77% or better on exam) in those courses. Credits will be awarded on a “pass” basis and not included in G.P.A.
· Credit will count toward fulfillment of subject areas and course sequence requirements. Once credit has been earned by testing out, students may not subsequently receive credit for a sequentially lower course in the same subject area. For more information, please see the guidance office.
· Students wanting to test out of high school courses must follow the guidelines listed below:
1. Sign up for qualifying class during the month of May.
2. Pick up course descriptions and objectives to take home for the summer before the current school year ends. Students who fail to pick up course descriptions and objectives will not be allowed to test.
3. Before leaving school for summer vacation, sign up for a date and time to take the test. Tests are taken during the month of August prior to the beginning of the school year. Students who fail to schedule a date and time for testing will not be allowed to test out.
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