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A. Development and Annual Review
This Policy will be jointly developed and annually reviewed, amended, and distributed to Parents and family members of participating students and the local community in an understandable format, and to the extent practicable, in a language the Parents can understand.
Parents and family members must have opportunities for meaningful input during the annual review process. Information about how Parents and families may provide input will be posted on the District’s website. The annual review of this Policy’s content and effectiveness will be used to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parental involvement, to revise this Policy, and to remove barriers to Parent and family participation.
This Policy includes a School-Parent Compact jointly developed by the District and Parents that outlines how the Title I school, Parents, and students share responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and Parents build and develop a partnership to help students achieve state education standards.
B. Parent and Family Engagement
The District recognizes the unique needs of students served in its Title I program and the importance of Parent and family engagement in the Title I program.
1. Parent and family engagement means the participation of Parents through regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring that:
a. Parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning; 
b. Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;
c. Parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and
d. other activities, such as those described in section 1116 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) are carried out.
2. Parent and family engagement activities are required under this Policy and include, for example, activities such as:
a. an annual school meeting to: inform Parents of their school’s participation under Title I, Part A; clarify the requirements of Title I, Part A; and explain Parents’ right to be involved. Additional meetings may be scheduled, based on need and interest;
b. providing Parents information about the school’s Title I, Part A programs, including a description of the school’s: curriculum, forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, proficiency levels students are expected to meet, achievement levels of the state academic standards, and coordination and integration with other federal, state, and District programs;
c. opportunities to participate in activities to build Parent involvement capacity, such as training and providing materials to help Parents to work with their students to improve achievement and encouraging volunteer work at the school as appropriate;
d. opportunities for Parent-teacher conferences, in addition to those regularly scheduled by the District, if requested by the Parents or as deemed necessary by District staff;
e. coordination and integration of parental involvement programs and activities with other community programs. These may include cooperation with community programs such as Head Start, preschools, and other community services; and
f. educating teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school leaders, with the assistance of Parents, in the value and utility of parental contributions, how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with Parents as equal partners.
All Parents, including those with limited English proficiency, disabilities, or limited literacy and those who are economically disadvantaged, of a minority background, or migratory, will have opportunities to participate in Title I parent engagement activities.
Communication to Parents about student progress and other Title I matters will be provided in a language the Parent can understand, to the extent practicable. Responses to Parent concerns will be provided in a timely manner.
C. District Obligations
The District will:
1. operate programs, activities, and procedures for the involvement of Parents in all its schools with Title I, Part A programs. Those programs, activities, and procedures will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with Parents of participating children;
2. work with its schools to ensure that school-level Parent and family engagement practices are implemented appropriately, and include, as a component, the School-Parent Compact;
3. incorporate this Policy into its LEA plan developed under section 1112 of the ESEA;
4. provide opportunities for the informed participation of all Parents and family members, by providing information and school reports as required by law in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language Parents understand; and
5. if the LEA plan developed under this Policy is not satisfactory to the Parents of participating children, submit Parent comments when it submits the plan to the Michigan Department of Education.
D. Implementation
1. The District will take the following actions to involve Parents in the joint development of this Policy:
· Convene a Parent Advisory Committee meeting in the spring of each year to review and provide input on policy revisions
· Survey parents annually to solicit suggestions for policy improvements
2. The District will provide the following coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist Title I, Part A schools in planning and implementing effective Parent and family engagement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance:
· Provide needed training sessions for school staff on effective parent engagement strategies
· Develop and distribute a Title I Parent Engagement toolkit with resources and best practices based on MDE updates
· Facilitate parent meetings with school-level parent engagement coordinators to share successful practices
3. The District will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of Parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this Policy:
· Distribute parent surveys annually to assess satisfaction with parent engagement activities and gather suggestions for improvement
· Analyze parent participation data, including meeting attendance, volunteer hours, and communication engagement
· Review student achievement data to assess the correlation between parent engagement and academic outcomes
· Share evaluation results annually
4. To encourage strong Parent and family engagement, the District will:
a. hold an informational meeting at least annually to explain this Policy and the school’s Title I programming. All Parents of participating students will be invited to this meeting. Invitations may take the form of notes sent with students, announcements in the school newsletter, and notice posted on the school’s website;
b. provide assistance to Parents and children served by the District in understanding topics such as:
· state academic standards;
· state and local academic assessments including alternate assessments;
· Title I, Part A requirements;
· child progress monitoring; and
· collaboration with educators.
c. provide materials and training to help Parents work with their children to improve academic achievement and use technology to foster Parent and family engagement by:
· Provide workshops on understanding state assessment results and supporting learning at home
· Distribute grade-level academic resource packets with activities families can do together
· Offer technology training sessions for parents on accessing online learning platforms and student portals
· Create video tutorials in multiple languages demonstrating how to support homework and reading at home
· Host literacy and math family nights with take-home activity kits
· Provide access to online parent education platforms and resources
d. educate Employees on how to communicate and work with Parents as equal partners, implement Parent programs, and build ties between Parents and schools by:
· Include parent engagement strategies in all new teacher orientation programs
· Train staff on effective two-way communication techniques and building trust with families
· Share research and best practices on parent involvement
e. to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate Parent and family engagement programs and activities with other relevant federal, state, and local programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support Parents in participating in the education of their children, by:
· Partner with community organizations such as libraries, recreation centers, and social service agencies to provide family support services
· Connect families with community resources including food assistance, healthcare, and adult education
· Collaborate with local businesses for family engagement events and student mentoring programs
f. ensure that information related to the District and Parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the Parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the Parents can understand by:
· Send meeting notices and important information via multiple channels: email, text messages, school newsletters, and paper notices
· Use social media, school apps, and automated calling systems to reach families with timely information
· Ensure all communications meet accessibility standards for families with disabilities
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