
BUCHANAN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS, BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
  

JUNE 17, 2024                  REGULAR MEETING                    BUCHANAN HIGH SCHOOL  
 

CALL TO ORDER PRESIDENT: Dr. Burnett opened the meeting at 6:00pm 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Dr. Burnett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL PRESENT: C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, and H. 
Burnett 

ABSENT:   None 
 

 OTHERS PRESENT: Superintendent Robinson, Mark Kurland, Phil Place, Carrie 
Brunsting, Michelle Munyon, Brian Brown, Rachel Carlson & Varsity Softball Team 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED BY Member K. Berry, the agenda for the board 
meeting June 17, 2024 be adopted as written. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 

Dr. Burnett & Mrs. Robinson welcomed all.  
 

POINTS OF PRIDE Varsity Softball Regional Champs! 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ANTI-
BULLYING POLICY 

Mrs. Robinson presented the Anti-Bullying policy. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR 
HEARING ON ANTI-
BULLYING POLICY 
 

None 

INFORMATION/REPORTS & 
NEW BUSINESS 

Human Resources Committee, June 5th Meeting 
 
Finance Committee, June 10th Meeting 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT 
AGENDA 
 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED BY Member R. Writer, the Board of Education 
approves the consent agenda for the regular board meeting of June 17, 2024 be 
adopted as written: 

1. Minutes:   
 5-20-2024 Regular Meeting 
 5-20-2024 Closed Session  

 
2. Warrants: 

 Treasury & Expenditure Reports – May 2024 
 

3. Teacher Probationary/Tenure Listing for 2024-25 School Year 
 

4. Employment Contracts for 2024-25 School Year: 
 Michelle Munyon, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent & BOE 
 Tami Wreggelsworth, Payroll & Accounts Payable Clerk 
 Rebecca Kaltenbach, Food Service Supervisor 
 Nate Will, Transportation Supervisor 
 Jennifer Templeton, Administrative Assistant to Transportation 



 Sophia Williams, Custodian Supervisor 
 Michael Cornelius, Maintenance 
 David Short, Maintenance 
 Stephen Schaefer, Bus Mechanic  
 Ethan Cauffman, Custodian 
 Robert Cauffman, Custodian 
 Dave Griswold, Custodian 
 Judith Harman-Conrad, Custodian 
 Dawn Spielman, Custodian 
 Sandra Summers, Custodian 
 Michelle Trail, Custodian 
 James DeCarlo, Custodian 
 Bryant House, Custodian 
 Felicia Mack, Custodian 
 Robert Skinner, Custodian 

 
5. MHSAA 2024-25 Membership Resolution 

 
6. Recommendations for Parent Representatives to the Berrien RESA Parent Advisory 

Committee 2024-26 as submitted by the District Special Education Supervisor, Karin 
Falkenstein:  

 Britney Martin 
 Angela Fowler 

 
7. Recommendations to Hire as submitted for: 

 
Recommended Employee Title 

Matthew Orsillo Band Director  

Lillie Spates Custodian – Summer part-time 

Melissa Sweeney Custodian – Summer part-time 

LV Tignor Custodian – Summer part-time 

 
8. Employment Departures:   

 
Name Position Date upon which 

wages will terminate 
Joshua Wegener BMS Cross Country Coach - 

Dan Reiter 8th Grade Girls Basketball Coach - 

Shane Farley 3rd Grade Teacher 6-6-2024 

Candyce Ganus 
(Peppers) 

Moccasin Special Education Teacher 8-1-2024 

 
9. Coaching Recommendation for 2024-25 submitted for: 
 

Coach Position Class/Level Step 
Ryan Haines Varsity Mens Soccer Coach 6 3 
Phil LaBounty Varsity Womens Basketball Head Coach 1 1 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BUCHANAN VIRTUAL 
ACADEMY GRADUATION 
CERTIFICATION 

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED by K. Berry, upon satisfactory completion of 
district requirements for high school graduation, the Board of Education hereby 
approves: 
 
Buchanan Virtual Academy Student: 

 Jake Rose 
 
Buchanan Step Up Student: 

 Taya Poledna 



 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

POLICY 5207 ADOPTION – 
ANTI-BULLYING 

MOTION by S. Carlin, SECONDED K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, on June 10, 2024 the Board repealed the Board’s then-existing 
policies, bylaws, and administrative guidelines, and adopted the Thrun Law Firm 
Policy Manual (“Policy Manual”), except that the Board retained its Board policy 
5517.01 concerning student bullying, pending a statutorily required public hearing 
on proposed Policy 5207 (Anti-Bullying) in the Policy Manual; and  

 
WHEREAS, consistent with Revised School Code Section 1310b, MCL 

380.1310b, the Board held a public hearing on June 17, 2024 concerning proposed 
Policy 5207 (Anti-Bullying), which would replace the Board’s existing policies, 
bylaws, and administrative guidelines concerning student bullying; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board has carefully considered proposed Policy 5207 (Anti-

Bullying), the Administration’s recommendation, and information and comments 
provided during the public hearing. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. The Board accepts the Administration’s recommendation to adopt 
Policy 5207 (Anti-Bullying).  

 
2. Policy 5207 (Anti-Bullying) is hereby adopted and replaces all existing 

Board policies, bylaws, and administrative guidelines concerning 
student bullying. 

 
3. The Board’s adoption of Policy 5207 will take immediate effect July 1, 

2024. 
 
4. The Administration shall promptly review Buchanan Community Schools 

publications and forms that may reference the now-repealed student 
bullying policy and revise those publications and forms as necessary to 
align with the newly adopted Policy 5207 within 90 calendar days after 
this resolution.  

 
5. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the 

provisions of this resolution be and the same are hereby rescinded. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 
and H. Burnett 

 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

2024-2025 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
CONTRACTS  

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED by K. Berry, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the annual district administrative contracts for the 2024-2025 school 
year from July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. 
 



ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 
and H. Burnett 

 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

UPDATE AUTHORIZED 
BANKING USERS 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED by R. Writer, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the removal of employee Laura Morris as an authorized user on the 
Buchanan Community Schools financial accounts effective June 30, 2024. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS 
PLAN 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED by K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the Buchanan Community Schools Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) as 
recommended by the Emergency/Security Planning Committee. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

USE OF LOGO – CITY OF 
BUCHANAN 

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED by C. Carlson, the Buchanan Board of Education 
will allow the City of Buchanan to use Buchanan Community Schools logos on 
permanent structures at Victory Park. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RATIFICATION OF 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT FOR 
TRANSPORTATION 
ASSOCIATION 2024-2029 

MOTION by K. Berry, SECONDED by J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
ratifies the proposed agreement between Buchanan Community Schools and the 
Buchanan Community Schools Transportation Association effective July 1, 2024 
through June 30, 2029. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RATIFICATION OF 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT FOR 
BUCHANAN ASSOCIATION 
OF PARAPROFESSIONALS 
2024-2028 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED by K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
ratifies the proposed agreement between Buchanan Community Schools and the 
Buchanan Association of Paraprofessionals effective July 1, 2024 through June 30, 
2028. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RATIFICATION OF 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED by K. Berry, the Buchanan Board of Education 
ratifies the proposed agreement between Buchanan Community Schools and the 
Buchanan Association of Administrative and Media Assistants effective July 1, 2024 



AGREEMENT FOR BAAMA 
2024-2028 

through June 30, 2028. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

CLOSED SESSION – 
SUPERINTENDENT MID-
YEAR EVALUATION 
REVIEW 

MOTION by K. Berry, SECONDED by R. Writer, the Buchanan Board of Education 
moves into closed session per section 8(A) of the Open Meetings Act to conduct a 
mid-year evaluation review of the Superintendent. Time 6:33pm 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED by C. Carlson, the Buchanan Board of Education 
resolves to return to open session. Time 7:12pm 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

AMENDMENT OF 
SUPERINTENDENT 
CONTRACT 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED by J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the amended superintendent’s contractual agreement for the position of 
Buchanan Community Schools Superintendent; as defined in the attached contract 
between Buchanan Community Schools Board of Education and Mrs. Patricia 
Robinson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 
PROPOSED 2024-2025 
BUDGET 
 

Mr. Brian Brown presented the 2024-25 Budget. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR 
HEARING ON 2024-2025 
BUDGET 
 

None 

ADOPTION OF THE 2023-
2024 FINAL BUDGET 
AMENDMENT & 2024-2025 
BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
RESOLUTION 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED by J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of 
Education, in accordance with the General Appropriations Act, accepts the 
Buchanan Community Schools’ Budget for the fiscal year 2023-2024 amended as 
presented and the 2024-2025 Budget Appropriation. Said documents to be 
entered into the minutes of this meeting and to take immediate effect. 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 
FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

Board members spoke. 
 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING Monday, July 15, 2024 at 6:00pm. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 7:40 pm 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Mrs. Kelly Laesch, Secretary, Board of Education 

                                                                                                   (Minutes adopted at the 7/15/2024 meeting) 


