
BUCHANAN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS, BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
  

JANUARY 16, 2024                  REGULAR MEETING                    BUCHANAN HIGH SCHOOL  
 

CALL TO ORDER PRESIDENT: Dr. Burnett opened the meeting at 6:04pm 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Dr. Burnett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL PRESENT: C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and H. 
Burnett 

ABSENT:   None 
 

 OTHERS PRESENT: Superintendent Robinson, Mark Kurland, Phil Place, Brian 
Brown, Michelle Munyon, Shelby Beasley 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED BY Member C. Carlson, the agenda for the 
board meeting of January 16, 2024 be adopted as written. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 

H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 

Dr. Burnett & Mrs. Robinson welcomed all. 
 

POINTS OF PRIDE Buchanan Bands receives an $8,400 grant from the Berrien Community Foundation 
which will be used for marching band percussion equipment including new drums, 
stands, carriers and covers. 
 
School Board Recognition Month  
 

SUPERINTENDENT/ 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Updates for BHS & CTE, BMS, Moccasin, Ottawa, Athletics & BVA, Business Office, 
Food Service, Information Technology, Transportation, and Operations & 
Instructional Systems were provided respectively. 
 
Mrs. Robinson will be sharing the sinking fun and operating millage videos soon.  
 

PRESENTATIONS School Highlight – Mrs. Shelby Beasley, Buchanan Middle Schools Principal, 
presented to the board. 
 

INFORMATION/REPORTS & 
NEW BUSINESS 

None 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT 
AGENDA 
 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED BY Member K. Laesch, the Board of Education 
approves the consent agenda for the regular board meeting of January 16, 2024 be 
adopted as written: 

1. Minutes:   
 12-11-2023 Regular Meeting 
 1-8-2024 Organizational Meeting 

 
2. Warrants: 

 Treasury & Expenditure Reports – December 2023 
 

3. Recommendations to Hire as submitted for: 



 
Recommended Employee Title 

Aubrey Hall Paraprofessional (Ottawa) 

Kali Morris Paraprofessional - GSRP Assistant Teacher (Ottawa) 

Kristin Shaner GSRP Teacher  

Lille Spates Substitute Custodian 

 
4. Employment Departures:   

 
Name Position Date upon which wages will 

terminate 
Nikki Sing-Morris Paraprofessional (Ottawa) 12/22/2023 

 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 
H. Burnett 

 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BUCHANAN VIRTUAL 
ACADEMY GRADUATION 
CERTIFICATION 

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED by K. Berry, upon satisfactory completion of 
district requirements for high school graduation, the Board of Education hereby 
approves: 
 
Buchanan Virtual Academy Students: 

 Jordan McGowan 
 Ella Mclane 
 Jamie Wesaw 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 

H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

2024 CLOSE UP PROPOSAL 
FOR OVERNIGHT STUDENT 
TRIP 

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED C. Carlson, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the Close Up Trip to Washington D.C. from March 24, 2024 returning 
March 29, 2024 in accordance with board policy #2340, under the supervision of 
Mr. Josh Wegener. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 

H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

STUDENT HANDBOOK 
UPDATE 

MOTION by K. Berry, SECONDED by J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the Buchanan Community Schools updated student handbook for 
Ottawa Elementary School for the 2023-2024 school year. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 

H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

NEOLA BOARD POLICIES – 
SECOND READING 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED by K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the first reading of the following NEOLA new and revised policies:  



 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 

H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

POLICY Description 

0144.3 Conflict of Interest 

1540 Administrative Staff Reductions/Recalls (new) 

2370.01 Online/Blended Learning Program 

6321 New School Construction, Renovation 

7217 Weapons 

7540.03 Student Technology Acceptable Use and Safety 

8305 Information Security 

8531 Free and Reduced-Price Meals 

2023-2024 BUDGET 
AMENDMENT  

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED by J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of Education, 
in accordance with the General Appropriations Act, accepts the Buchanan 
Community Schools amended budget appropriations resolution for the fiscal year 
2023-2024 as presented. Said documents to be entered into the minutes of this 
meeting and to take immediate effect. 

 



 

 

 
 



ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 
H. Burnett 

 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

NEOLA BOARD POLICIES – 
FIRST READING  

MOTION by K. Berry, SECONDED by R. Writer, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the first reading of the following NEOLA new and revised policies: 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, R. Writer, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, K. Berry and 

H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

POLICY Description 

0122 Board Powers 

0131.1 Bylaws and Policies 

1420 School Administrator Evaluation 

3131 Staff Reduction/Recalls 

3142 Probationary Teachers 

3220 Professional Staff Evaluation 

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 
FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

Board members spoke. 
 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 6pm  
 

ADJOURNMENT 6:43 pm 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Mrs. Kelly Laesch, Secretary, Board of Education 

                                                                                                   (Minutes adopted at the 2/20/2024 meeting) 
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