
BUCHANAN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS, BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
  

JUNE 19, 2023                  REGULAR MEETING                    BUCHANAN HIGH SCHOOL 
 

CALL TO ORDER PRESIDENT: Dr. Burnett opened the meeting at 6:03pm 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Dr. Burnett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL PRESENT: C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, and H. 
Burnett 

ABSENT:   None. 
 

 OTHERS PRESENT: Superintendent Robinson, Mark Kurland, Phil Place, Michelle 
Munyon, Carrie Brunsting, Brian Brown, Courtney Schubach 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED BY Member K. Berry, the agenda for the board 
meeting of June 19, 2023 be adopted as written. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 

Dr. Burnett & Mrs. Robinson welcomed all. 
 

POINTS OF PRIDE Varsity Softball Team – 2023 Regional Champs 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON 
PROPOSED 2023-2024 
BUDGET 

Mr. Brian Brown presented the 2023-24 school budget. 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR 
HEARING ON 2023-2024 
BUDGET 
 

None. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT/ 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Parent Advisory Committee, May 17th Meeting – Mrs. Robinson informed the 
board they spoke of the threat assessment process.  

PRESENTATIONS 98b – Mr. Mark Kurland presented to the board the 98b goal reporting report. 
 

INFORMATION/REPORTS & 
NEW BUSINESS 

Human Resources Committee, June 7th Meeting – Mrs. Berry shared they spoke of 
resignations, new hires, open positions, not receiving the Grow Your Own Grant, 
upcoming contracts and the school farm. 
 
Finance Committee, June 7th Meeting – Mr. Carlson shared the meeting was 
regarding the 2023-24 school budget. 
 
November 2023 Bond Discussion 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None. 
 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT 
AGENDA 
 

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED BY Member K. Laesch, the Board of Education 
approves the consent agenda for the regular board meeting of June 19, 2023 be 
adopted as written: 



1. Minutes:   
 5-9-2023 Special Meeting 
 5-15-2023 Regular Meeting 
 6-5-2023 Regular Meeting 

 
2. Warrants: 

 Treasury & Expenditure Reports – May 2023 
 

3. Probationary/Tenure Listing for 2023-24 School Year 
 Buchanan High School 
 Buchanan Middle School 
 Moccasin Elementary School 
 Ottawa Elementary School 

 
4. Employment Contracts for 2023-24 School Year: 

 Michelle Munyon, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent & BOE 
 Laura Morris, Payroll Coordinator 
 Rebecca Kaltenbach, Food Service Supervisor 
 Nate Will, Transportation Supervisor 
 Sophia Williams, Utility Coordinator 
 Michael Cornelius, Maintenance 
 David Short, Maintenance 
 Stephen Schaefer, Bus Mechanic  
 Ethan Cauffman, Operations Utility Staff 
 Robert Cauffman, Operations Utility Staff 
 Dave Griswold, Operations Utility Staff 
 Judith Harman-Conrad, Operations Utility Staff 
 Breanna Hullinger, Operations Utility Staff 
 Dawn Spielman, Operations Utility Staff 
 Sandra Summers, Operations Utility Staff 
 Michelle Trail, Operations Utility Staff 

 
5. MHSAA 2023-24 Membership Resolution 

 
6. Recommendations to Hire as submitted for: 

 
Recommended Employee Title 

Shane Farley 3rd Grade Teacher 

Katie Deitrich 4th Grade Teacher 

David Short Maintenance (contract attached) 

Marc Hartman BMS/BHS Band Director 

 
7. Employment Departures:   

 
Name Position Date upon which wages will 

terminate 
Stacey Lee BMS SPED Teacher August 25, 2023 (teaching 

contract ends June 8, 2023 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 
and H. Burnett 

 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BUCHANAN VIRTUAL 
ACADEMY GRADUATION 
CERTIFICATION 

MOTION by H. Burnett, SECONDED by R. Writer, upon satisfactory completion of 
district requirements for high school graduation, the Board of Education hereby 
approves: 
 
Buchanan Virtual Academy Students: 

 Takisha Ennis 
 Ruby Kimmerly 



 Myeasha Lee 
 Cynthia Pettway 

 
Buchanan Step Up Student: 

 Jayla Outlaw 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

NEOLA BOARD POLICIES – 
SECOND READING 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED by K. Berry, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the second reading of the following NEOLA new and revised policies: 

POLICY Description 

1422 Nondiscrimination and Equal Employment Opportunity 

1430 Leaves of Absence 

1615 Use of Tobacco by Administrators 

1662 Anti-Harassment 

2260 Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal Education Opportunity 

2260.01 Section 504/ADA Prohibition Against Discrimination Based on Disability 

2340 Field Trips 

2623 Student Assessment 

3122 Nondiscrimination and Equal Employment Opportunity 

3215 Use of Tobacco by Professional Staff 

3362 Anti-Harassment 

3430 Leaves of Absence 

4122 Nondiscrimination and Equal Employment Opportunity 

4215 Use of Tobacco by Support Staff 

4362 Anti-Harassment 

4430 Leaves of Absence 

5512 Use of Tobacco by Students 

5517 Anti-Harassment 

5610 Emergency Removal, Suspension, and Expulsion of Students 

6325 Procurement – Federal Grants/Funds 

7434 Use of Tobacco on School Premises 

7440 Facility Security 

7540.02 Web Accessibility, Consent, Apps, and Services 

7540.03 Student Technology Acceptable Use and Safety 

7540.04 Staff Technology Acceptable Use and Safety 

7544 Use of Social Media (new) 



 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

8300 Continuity of Organizational Operations Plan 

8305 Information Security 

8315 Information Management 

8390  Animals on District Property 

8400 School Safety Information 

8510 Wellness 

9160 Public Attendance at School Events 

9700.01 Advertising and Commercial Activities 

2023-2024 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
CONTRACTS 

MOTION by R. Writer, SECONDED by K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the annual district administrative contracts for the 2023-2024 school 
year from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 

and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

ADOPTION OF THE 2022-
2023 FINAL BUDGET 
AMENDMENT & 2023-2024 
BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
RESOLUTION 

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED by K. Berry, the Buchanan Board of Education, 
in accordance with the General Appropriations Act, accepts the Buchanan 
Community Schools’ budget for the fiscal year 2022-2023 amended as presented 
and the 2023-2024 budget appropriation. Said documents to be entered into the 
minutes of this meeting and to take immediate effect. 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 
and H. Burnett 

 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

NOVEMBER 2023 BOND 
RESOLUTION 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED by H. Burnett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
agrees to add a school bond to the November 2023 election ballot.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
 
NAYS:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, and H. 
Burnett    MOTION NOT ADOPTED 
 

CLOSED SESSION – 
SUPERINTENDENT MID-
YEAR EVALUATION 
REVIEW 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED by R. Writer, the Buchanan Board of Education 
moves into closed session per section 8(A) of the Open Meetings Act, to conduct a 
mid-year evaluation review of the Superintendent. Time 6:53pm 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 

and H. Burnett     
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED by R. Writer, the Buchanan Board of Education 
resolves to return to open session. Time 7:35pm 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 

and H. Burnett     
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & 
BUSINESS MANAGER 
CONTRACT WITH BRESA 

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED by J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of 
Education approves the contracts for Accounts Payable & Business Manager 
Services with Berrien RESA. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, K. Berry, J. Brackett, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, R. Writer, 

and H. Burnett     
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 
FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

Mr. Carlson spoke of the 16 grants that BCS had received totaling approximately 
$2,100,000 and thanked the staff for finding and applying for them. 
 
Mrs. Laesch congratulated Miss Michigan, Maya Schuhknecht.  
 
Dr. Carlin appreciates our districts leadership. 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING Monday, July 17, 2023 at 6:00pm  
 

ADJOURNMENT 7:40 pm 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Mrs. Kelly Laesch, Secretary, Board of Education 

                                                                                                   (Minutes adopted at the 7/17/2023 meeting) 
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